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I. Background of International Green Model City Initiative (IGMC Initiative)

It’s expected that the world's urban population will have nearly doubled by 2050, which will make
urbanization one of the most transformative trends in the 21st century. The population, economic activities,
social and cultural interactions, and environmental and humanitarian impacts are increasingly concentrated
in cities, which poses a major challenge to the sustainability of housing, infrastructure, basic services, food
security, health, education, decent work, safety, natural resources and ecosystems.

In response to the above challenges, Global Forum on Human Settlements (GFHS) launched the
International Green Model City ("IGMC") Initiative at the United Nations Headquarters in April 2011, in
close collaboration with various international organizations including UNEP and national as well as local
governments concerned. As an innovative green low-carbon urban development action plan, the IGMC
stimulates forward-looking and responsible governments, businesses and social forces to work together on
exploring sustainable urban development alternatives and urbanization models that can promote and
contribute to sustainable cities and human settlements for all.

The IGMC Initiative has been registered with the United Nations as a voluntary commitment of Rio+20
and 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development as well as a conscious action to implement the Sustainable
Development Goals, Paris Climate Agreement and New Urban Agenda at the regional and local levels.
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II. IGMC Standards 3.0

Drawing lessons from the promotion and implementation over several years and in various cities and
communities of the previous version while giving due consideration to emerging issues and major new
global agreements, the International Green Model City Standards 3.0 (herein after referred to as "IGMC
Standards 3.0") was publicly released at the 11th Global Forum on Human Settlements (GFHS - XI) on
October 18, 2016 in parallel to the Habitat III Summit, which was attended by high-level representatives of
UN-Habitat, UNEP and national and local governments, together with many well-known experts.

The vision of "IGMC Standards 3.0" is rooted in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
(SDGs) and the New Urban Agenda (NUA), and is an Assessment and Planning Guidance Tool for
Sustainable Urban Development. IGMC Standards 3.0 provides technical methods and assessment means
for the implementation of the SDGs and NUA at regional and local level to readdress the way we plan,
develop, finance, govern and manage cities and human settlements, thus supporting the transition towards
sustainable development.
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Major role of IGMC Standards 3.0

1. To promote the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals and the New Urban Agenda by
developing action plans and policy recommendations with measurable goals.

2. To guide the planning, development and management of sustainable urban development projects and
provide innovative concepts, comprehensive strategies, methods, technologies, benchmarks and monitoring
frameworks to improve overall performance and increase effective investment.

3. To evaluate the project at the planning or design stage to identify gaps and opportunities for
improvement, thus reducing and avoiding various risks.

4. To evaluate the efficiency, inclusiveness, sustainability and resilience of the existing urban areas,
identify opportunities for improvement and transformation, and enable cities to compare with peers and
facilitate mutual learning.

5. To provide the sustainable urban development training manuals for relevant stakeholders such as mayors,
city managers, developers, planners, architects, engineers and residents.
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The "IGMC Standards 3.0" is based on six basic principles: Safety, Sustainability, Equity, Identity,
Prosperity and Happiness, and is carried out through the 18 categories of the six dimensions of spatial
planning and development, basic services, environment, economy, society, and culture. Furthermore,
the 18 categories are further elaborated in terms of definitions and aims, key strategies and methodologies,
key indicators, scoring system and best practices. The structure of "IGMC Standards 3.0" is as follows:
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III. Rating System of IGMC Standards 3.0

The IGMC rating system is the core content of the IGMC Standards 3.0 and has two versions: the city
version with 112 indicators, and the community version with 109 indicators. Both versions are
calibrated according to the recommendations of UN-HABITAT, UNEP and GEF as well as best practices
from around the world. The IGMC rating system sets a total of 320 points and assigns them, according to
different weights, to the corresponding categories in 6 dimensions. These indicators, benchmarks and
distribution of scores reflect a general consensus among international organizations, academics and
practitioners on essential aspects of urban planning, design and policy. They are relevant to a wide range of
urban development projects in different contexts and are easily adaptable to local needs. It is based on
information that can be readily obtained, used and independently verified.

The scope of application of IGMC rating system

1. City version: New large-scale urban development projects (including urban renewal projects) and
existing cities, towns, urban areas, and innovation parks that are comprehensively managed by a municipal
administration or similar agency.
2. Community version: Newly developed and existing communities, including urban renewal projects.
Basically, their area should be more than 10 hectares.

Newly developed and existing cities, towns, urban areas, communities, and innovation parks can obtain
points through the IGMC assessment and certification process. Total points allow such projects or cities to
gain IGMC status as follows:

≥280 points: International Greenest Model City/Community
≥245 points: International Greener Model City/Community
≥210 points: International Green Model City/Community

IV. IGMC online assessment and certification system

IGMC online assessment and certification system (www.igmci.org) was developed based on the IGMC
rating system, and serves as a global online platform to assess and rate cities and communities. It was
officially launched in June 2018. The online evaluation is free for all. The online system evaluates and
certifies cities and communities through data collection and analysis, and makes the originally complex
evaluation and certification simple and easy. Besides, the online system strengthens sharing and interaction
among IGMC partners and concerned city stakeholders, thereby promoting IGMC Initiative and the
implementation of IGMC Standards.

Part 2

V. Aims of IGMC Initiative

In the new global context and evolving regional and local needs, the development of sustainable cities is
facing severe challenges while offering many opportunities. IGMC Initiative aims to use IGMC Standards
3.0 as an Assessment and Planning Guidance Tool for Sustainable Urban Development through providing
innovative concepts, integrated strategies and methodologies, benchmarks and monitoring framework as

http://www.igmci.org
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well as demand-oriented solutions, and conducting pilots, provides technical means and evaluation methods
for the specific implementation of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda, the Climate Change Paris
Agreement and the New Urban Agenda at local and community levels around the world. IGMC Initiative,
in conjunction with other approaches, promotes sustainable cities and human settlements for all and creates
a shared platform for dialogue and cooperation between global stakeholders for the sake of establishing
new partnerships in support to the further implementation of SDGs, the Climate Change Paris Agreement
and the New Urban Agenda.

VI. IGMC Membership Types

There are three types of partners joining the IGMC Initiative: IGMC Partner, IGMC Premium Partner
and IGMC Global Partner. The following organizations are welcome to register for the IGMC Initiative:

1. Local government, including government departments, industrial parks, management committees of
scenic areas;

2. Real estate developers, infrastructure investors and operators, financial companies, planning and design
firms, environmental protection companies, and supply chain companies related to the construction,
development and operation of green smart cities;

3. Think tanks, research institutes, NGOs;

VII. Signs and Brands of IGMC Initiative

IGMC partners will be authorized to use the IGMC trademark as long as it is a member in good standing.
Different levels of membership are allowed to use different combinations of signs as follows:

VIII. Benefits of IGMC Initiative Partners

A. IGMC Partner

1. to be awarded the “IGMC Partner” plaque and registration certificate, and be authorized to use the
IGMC trademark and the name of “IGMC Partner” for publicity.

2. to use IGMC online assessment and certification system for self-evaluation and comparison with
peers so as to identify opportunities for improvement.

3. to strengthen capacity building and be invited to participate in IGMC–related trainings, seminars,
and study tours, as well as the annual session of Global Forum on Human Settlements.
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4. The mayor or the head of the IGMC partner are eligible to be nominated as members of the IGMC
Advisory Committee.

5. to promote green industrial capacity cooperation and green low-carbon technology through the
IGMC initiative ecosystem and to maximize business opportunities.

6. to obtain solution-oriented consulting services, including planning and design, strategic planning,
evaluation and certification, subject research, investment promotion, among others. The specific
project will be discussed on a case-by-case basis and the cost will be discussed separately.

B. IGMC Premium Partner

IGMC Premium Partners have the rights to enjoy all the Benefits of IGMC Partner listed in VIII-A, and at
the same time are entitled to:

1. be awarded the “IGMC Premium Partner” plaque and registration certificate, and use the name of
“IGMC Premium Partner” for publicity.

2. obtain a full set of the IGMC Standards 3.0 which can provide reference for policy making and
planning.

3. IGMC experts will provide one-day in-house professional training course on a yearly basis and
conduct field trip so as to make recommendations and exchange ideas. The relevant translation
costs and travel expenses will be borne by the IGMC partners.

4. IGMC experts will write a brief evaluation report (either in Chinese or in English) every year to
help IGMC partners identify challenges and gaps, thus offering advice and providing references for
decision-making.

5. be promoted once a year through GFHS’ and IGMC's media channels (Chinese and English
bilingual magazine, newsletter, IGMC website, social media, such as Twitter, Weibo, WeChat,
etc.), thereby enhancing brand value.

C. IGMC Global Partner

IGMC Global Partners have the rights to enjoy all the Benefits of IGMC Partner listed in VIII-A, and at the
same time are entitled to:

1. be awarded the “IGMC Global Partner” plaque and registration certificate, and use the name of
“IGMC Global Partner” for publicity.

2. obtain a full set of the IGMC Standards 3.0 which can provide reference for policy making and
planning.

3. A city (district, town), or community/project, or innovation park can apply for IGMC online
certification. The IGMC team will verify the submitted data and information, and issue a
certification plaque and certificate when the submission reaches the standards. (The area submitted
for certification should be within 5 square kilometers. There will be extra cost if it exceeds 5km2).

4. be promoted once a year through GFHS’ and IGMC's media channels (Chinese and English
bilingual magazine, newsletter, IGMC website, social media, such as Twitter, Weibo, WeChat,
etc.), thereby enhancing brand value.
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IX. IGMC Partners' Obligations

1. to recognize and support the goals, basic principles and concepts of IGMC initiatives and standards,
to actively advocate IGMC both internally and externally, and apply the IGMC Standards
according to local contexts.

2. to actively participate in IGMC initiative annual meeting, seminars, trainings and other related
activities.

3. to register on the IGMC online assessment and certification system according to the registered
name of the IGMC partner, enter and update relevant data on a yearly basis, and conduct
self-evaluation.

4. to voluntarily publish a progress report every year on IGMC’s and its own website to share the
work related to IGMC standards promotion and application.

5. agree to retain all copyright and other proprietary notices contained in the IGMC Standards and
IGMC® trademark. Not to sell or modify the IGMC Standards and IGMC® trademark，Not to
reproduce, display, or distribute the IGMC Standards including rating system in any way for any
public or commercial purpose.

6. to pay the service fee on time (only for IGMC Premium Partners and Global Partners).

X. IGMC Initiative Service Fee

Level A: IGMC Partner, Free of Charge

Level B: IGMC Premium Partner, Service fee: USD 9,500 per year

Level C: IGMC Global Partner, Service fee: USD 19,500 per year

Non-profit institutions, local governments from least developed countries, landlocked developing countries
and small island developing States can enjoy discount on service fee, depending on the situation.

The service fee will be used to provide related services such as training, consultation, evaluation and
certification, organizing events, website and data system development and maintenance, marketing
promotion, IGMC office staff salaries and other operations. The shortfall is sponsored by GFHS partners.

XI. Procedures for Joining the IGMC Initiative

Cities, corporations and non-profit organizations that support sustainable development submit an
application letter to GFHS (GFHS provides a unified format, which can be downloaded from the IGMC
website), fill out the registration form, register in IGMC online system, receive confirmation from GFHS.
By doing so, they will officially become the IGMC Initiative Partners. Premium and global partners need to
pay the service fee in advance.

XII. Valid Period of Registration

Once registered as an IGMC Partner (Level A), it will be valid for a long time, unless the partners apply for
withdrawal.

After successful accession to the IGMC Premium Partner (Level B) and IGMC Global Partner (Level C),
partners will have a valid registration for at least one year (normally three years), corresponding to the
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service fee they pay. Two months before the expiration thereof, the GFHS Secretariat will inform relevant
member to renew its membership for the next period. If the GFHS Secretariat receives on time a renewal of
a member’s service fee, their registration status will be renewed. Otherwise, the registration status and all
interests therein will be terminated, and downgraded to IGMC Partner (Level A).

XIII. IGMC Advisory Committee

The IGMC Advisory Committee aims to provide guidance and recommendations on IGMC's development
plans and strategies. IGMC partner city mayors, principals of IGMC partners, officials of international
organizations and well-known experts are eligible to be nominated as members of the Committee.

XIV. IGMC Experts Committee

The IGMC Experts Committee aims to provide technical support for the promotion and development of

IGMC Initiative and Standards. Its main responsibilities are to improve IGMC Standards and technical

strategies, organize and conduct IGMC trainings and seminars, verify IGMC evaluation and certification

data, provide consulting services for IGMC partners and pilot projects, and research on IGMC-related

topics. Well-known experts and scholars in related fields are eligible to be nominated as members of the

Committee.

XV. Services and Activities

GFHS sets up the IGMC Initiative Office, assigns senior coordinators to be responsible for the management
and operation. With the support of relevant partners, GFHS integrates resources to provide valuable
services to IGMC partners, organizes related activities, and jointly builds the IGMC ecosystem:

A. Training: United Nations officials as well as IGMC Standards drafting experts and other authoritative
experts will be invited to organize webinars and provide relevant and tailored trainings from time to time,
to which IGMC partners can have access for free of charge. Experts can also be invited to provide trainings
at the sites of IGMC members’ projects, and the relevant costs and arrangements may be separately
determined through consultation.

B. Consultation: Corresponding to member’s specific context and needs, GFHS will organize relevant
experts and partners to provide consultation services, such as assessment and evaluation, planning and
design, workshop, action plan formulation, advanced and applicable technology promotion and application,
certification and verification, etc., of which the specific content and relevant costs will be otherwise agreed.

C. IGMC Annual Meeting: Organize IGMC Annual Meeting, summarize work, exchange ideas, share
successful experiences and progress, make suggestions, and solve problems.

D．GFHS Annual Meeting: Hold IGMC Initiative sub-forums or trainings during GFHS annual meeting to
share progress and promote new ideas and technologies. IGMC partners can also apply for the
“Sustainable Cities and Human Settlements Awards” (SCAHSA). Specific participation methods are
subject to the rules issued by the annual meeting.

E. Other activities: Organize project study tours and field trips to IGMC partner’s locality to enable
sharing of experience and interaction, and provide access to activities in relation to green supply chain
development. The participants should bear the relevant expense.
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F. Dissemination: Edit and issue IGMC newsletters, and use WeChat, Weibo, Twitter and other social
media to disseminate the news of IGMC partners and industry information. The World Best Practices
Magazine will specifically cover the stories of IGMC partners.

G. Certification: Provide guidance for the city or community that submits for certification, and help verify
the data and information submitted. According to the IGMC Standards rating system, projects/cities that
have passed the certification will receive certification plaques and certificates issued by GFHS. Specific
methods and fees will be issued separately.

XVI. IGMC Pilots

IGMC partners have the priority to nominating suitable projects, which will be officially listed as "IGMC
pilot projects" once they are reviewed and approved by GFHS. As such, they can use IGMC trademark.
The planning and design of the "IGMC Pilot Project" must meet the basic requirements of IGMC Standards
3.0, and implement the IGMC Standards throughout the process. GFHS will organize or recommend
relevant experts to provide necessary consulting services for the pilot project. When conditions are ripe,
pilot projects may submit for rating and certification. Specific cooperation methods will be discussed
separately.

Part 3

XVII. Entry into force, interpretation and revise

This guide takes effect on February 10, 2020, and the right of interpretation belongs to GFHS.

GFHS has the right to revise and interpret this Guide, in close consultation with the IGMC Advisory
Committee. GFHS will post the updated guide on the website in a timely manner and will inform all
partners by mail.

Global Forum on Human Settlements (GFHS)
- In Special Consultative Status with ECOSOC-

February, 2020


